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UM RESEARCHER DISCUSSES EFFECTS OF WELFARE REFORM IN STATE 
MISSOULA -
The effects of the 1996 federal and state welfare reform legislation on rural households 
will be the topic of a lecture Tuesday, May 1, by Celia Winkler, a sociology assistant 
professor at The University of Montana-Missoula.
Winkler’s free, public talk, “Survival and Citizenship: Constructing a Sense of 
Belonging in the Rural W est,” will begin at 7:30 p.m. at UM’s O ’Connor Center for the 
Rocky Mountain West, located in the Milwaukee Station. The center funded her research on 
the topic during summer 2000 with a $2,500 faculty research fellowship.
Winkler’s research focused on the obstacles low-income people experience in achieving 
economic and social well-being and the strategies they use to best overcome them. She looked 
in particular at rural households, which, she said in her fellowship proposal, differ 
considerably in several ways from urban households and need reforms more appropriate to 
their rural settings. The information she gathered through telephone and in-person surveys can 
be used by policy makers and community organizations to improve the lives of families and 
individuals in rural Montana, she said.
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Winkler recently published a book, “The Canary in the Coal Mine: Solo Mothers and 
Welfare States in Sweden and the U .S .,” which grew out of her doctoral dissertation. Her 
other publications and presentations include “The Diminishing Returns of Child Support 
Enforcement: A Feminist Critique of Private Child Support” and “Welfare Rights in the 
Reagan Era: The Contest Over Rights and Citizenship.”
She holds master’s and doctoral degrees in sociology from the University of Oregon 
and a Juris Doctorate from Hastings College of Law at the University of California, San 
Francisco. Before she began her university teaching career, she designed and taught 
community legal education courses — including self-help divorce classes — for Oregon Legal 
Services in Roseburg.
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